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Alexandria City Of The Western Mind
Lucette Lagnado's father, Leon, is a successful Egyptian businessman and boulevardier who, dressed in his signature white sharkskin suit,
makes deals and trades at Shepherd's Hotel and at the dark bar of the Nile Hilton. After the fall of King Farouk and the rise of the Nasser
dictatorship, Leon loses everything and his family is forced to flee, abandoning a life once marked by beauty and luxury to plunge into
hardship and poverty, as they take flight for any country that would have them. A vivid, heartbreaking, and powerful inversion of the American
dream, Lucette Lagnado's unforgettable memoir is a sweeping story of family, faith, tradition, tragedy, and triumph set against the stunning
backdrop of Cairo, Paris, and New York. Winner of the Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature and hailed by the New York Times Book Review
as a "brilliant, crushing book" and the New Yorker as a memoir of ruin "told without melodrama by its youngest survivor," The Man in the
White Sharkskin Suit recounts the exile of the author's Jewish Egyptian family from Cairo in 1963 and her father's heroic and tragic struggle
to survive his "riches to rags" trajectory.
This monograph contains the joint proceedings of the first two conferences organised by the Oxford Centre for Maritime Archaeology. It
contains 23 papers that cover land-based and underwater excavation and survey in the area of the North-Western Nile Delta, principally
concerning the cities of Alexandria and Heracleion-Thonis, as well as studies of aspects of the material culture from these sites.
Don Robeson is an ex-Navy Seal and archaeologist with the Egyptian Antiquities Council searching for the Lost City of Alexandria. He hits
pay dirt when they discover an ancient diadem that may lead to the tomb of Cleopatra. That's when his troubles begin. Don and his crew
become targets of antiquity pirates, the secret police, and even corrupt officials, and these people will stop at nothing to claim the discovery of
one of Egypt's greatest treasures. When Don's friend Professor Abdul-Clatta is kidnapped along with the diadem, Don knows he must do
whatever it takes to get them both back. His dangerous quest leads him from the depths of the Mediterranean to the Catacombs of
Alexandria to the great Western Desert. The locals aren't any help, and Don realizes he can trust no one in this foreign land. Accompanied by
his beautiful companion Kathleen Caulder, Don vows to regain the diadem for the Egyptian people--the only ones who deserve ownership of
Cleopatra's tomb. But time is running out. In order to save the life of his friend, Don uses his Navy Seal training to outsmart and out muscle
his greedy enemies. Now, only he can rescue the professor and a priceless ancient relic.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly passionate…Nixey writes up a storm. Each sentence is rich, textured, evocative, felt…[A]
ballista-bolt of a book.” —New York Times Book Review In Harran, the locals refused to convert. They were dismembered, their limbs hung
along the town’s main street. In Alexandria, zealots pulled the elderly philosopher-mathematician Hypatia from her chariot and flayed her to
death with shards of broken pottery. Not long before, their fellow Christians had invaded the city’s greatest temple and razed it—smashing its
world-famous statues and destroying all that was left of Alexandria’s Great Library. Today, we refer to Christianity’s conquest of the West as
a “triumph.” But this victory entailed an orgy of destruction in which Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed classical culture, helping to
pitch Western civilization into a thousand-year-long decline. Just one percent of Latin literature would survive the purge; countless antiquities,
artworks, and ancient traditions were lost forever. As Catherine Nixey reveals, evidence of early Christians’ campaign of terror has been
hiding in plain sight: in the palimpsests and shattered statues proudly displayed in churches and museums the world over. In The Darkening
Age, Nixey resurrects this lost history, offering a wrenching account of the rise of Christianity and its terrible cost.
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This sweeping novel depicts the intertwined lives of an assortment of Egyptians--Muslims and Copts, northerners and southerners, men and
women--as they begin to settle in Egypt's great second city, and explores how the Second World War, starting in supposedly faraway Europe,
comes crashing down on them, affecting their lives in fateful ways. Central to the novel is the story of a striking friendship between Sheikh
Magd al-Din, a devout Muslim with peasant roots in northern Egypt, and Dimyan, a Copt with roots in southern Egypt, in their journey of
survival and self-discovery. Woven around this narrative are the stories of other characters, in the city, in the villages, or in the faraway
desert, closer to the fields of combat. And then there is the story of Alexandria itself, as written by history, as experienced by its denizens, and
as touched by the war. Throughout, the author captures the cadences of everyday life in the Alexandria of the early 1940s, and boldly
explores the often delicate question of religious differences in depth and on more than one level. No One Sleeps in Alexandria adds an
authentically Egyptian vision of Alexandria to the many literary--but mainly Western--Alexandrias we know already: it may be the same space
in which Cavafy, Forster, and Durrell move but it is certainly not the same world.
A myth-shattering view of the Islamic world's myriad scientific innovations and the role they played in sparking the European Renaissance.
Many of the innovations that we think of as hallmarks of Western science had their roots in the Arab world of the middle ages, a period when
much of Western Christendom lay in intellectual darkness. Jim al- Khalili, a leading British-Iraqi physicist, resurrects this lost chapter of
history, and given current East-West tensions, his book could not be timelier. With transporting detail, al-Khalili places readers in the
hothouses of the Arabic Enlightenment, shows how they led to Europe's cultural awakening, and poses the question: Why did the Islamic
world enter its own dark age after such a dazzling flowering?
This is the first full translation of Marino Sanudo Torsello's Secreta fidelium Crucis to be made into English. The work itself is a piece of
crusading propaganda following the fall of Acre in 1291, written between 1300 and 1321, but it includes much of historical relevance along
with interesting observations on the early history of Jerusalem and the Crusader Kingdom. The translation is based upon the text edited by
Jacques Bongars in 1611. There is an introduction that contextualises the book, its author, his sources and his audience. The notes provide
essential information to clarify internal textual references and allusions, as well as the role of Biblical references in Sanudo's grand design.
The index is designed to make this detailed text usable and accessible. In this, his major work, Sanudo advocated the conquest of Egypt as
the means to regain Jerusalem for the Latins and worked through his points with considerable detail alongside references to 13th-century
Mediterranean history, especially involving Louis IX of France and Charles of Anjou, king of Naples. Books I and II give considerable detailed
discussion of the concept, plan and costs of his proposed crusade. Book III provides an outline history of the crusades and the crusader
states. It is derived from a wide-reading of other sources especially of William of Tyre, and, for events after 1184 on the Eracles, the letters of
James of Vitry, and Sanudo's own experiences in the east. Throughout, the work contains a staggering amount of cartographical,
ethnographical, geographical, and nautical information, as well as numerous unique insights into historical events and personalities of the late
13th century, not only in Outremer but in Western Europe.

“The rise and fall of Venice’s empire is an irresistible story and [Roger] Crowley, with his rousing descriptive gifts and
scholarly attention to detail, is its perfect chronicler.”—The Financial Times The New York Times bestselling author of
Empires of the Sea charts Venice’s astounding five-hundred-year voyage to the pinnacle of power in an epic story that
stands unrivaled for drama, intrigue, and sheer opulent majesty. City of Fortune traces the full arc of the Venetian
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imperial saga, from the ill-fated Fourth Crusade, which culminates in the sacking of Constantinople in 1204, to the
Ottoman-Venetian War of 1499–1503, which sees the Ottoman Turks supplant the Venetians as the preeminent naval
power in the Mediterranean. In between are three centuries of Venetian maritime dominance, during which a tiny city of
“lagoon dwellers” grow into the richest place on earth. Drawing on firsthand accounts of pitched sea battles, skillful
negotiations, and diplomatic maneuvers, Crowley paints a vivid picture of this avaricious, enterprising people and the
bountiful lands that came under their dominion. From the opening of the spice routes to the clash between Christianity
and Islam, Venice played a leading role in the defining conflicts of its time—the reverberations of which are still being felt
today. “[Crowley] writes with a racy briskness that lifts sea battles and sieges off the page.”—The New York Times
“Crowley chronicles the peak of Venice’s past glory with Wordsworthian sympathy, supplemented by impressive
learning and infectious enthusiasm.”—The Wall Street Journal
One day Sophie comes home from school to find two questions in her mail: "Who are you?" and "Where does the world
come from?" Before she knows it she is enrolled in a correspondence course with a mysterious philosopher. Thus begins
Jostein Gaarder's unique novel, which is not only a mystery, but also a complete and entertaining history of philosophy.
Alexandria is a city which has haunted and inspired its visitors for over 2,000 years. Here, two of its best-known
celebrants provide a view of Alexandria's present through the window of its past. Written during World War I, and later
revised, this is Forster's tribute to Alexandria--a combined history of the city and a practicaql guide for the visitor. This
annotated edition contains not only the first translation of Constantine Cavafy's famous poem The God Abandons Antony
but also a specially commissioned introduction by Lawrence Durrell, who recounts his recent return to the city that served
as a backdrop for the Alexandria Quartet.
Alexandria was the greatest cultural capital of the ancient world. Accomplished classicist and author Theodore Vrettos
now tells its story for the first time in a single volume. His enchanting blend of literary and scholarly qualities makes
stories that played out among architectural wonders of the ancient world come alive. His fascinating central contention
that this amazing metropolis created the western mind can now take its place in cultural history. Vrettos describes how
and why the brilliant minds of the ages -- Greek scholars, Roman emperors, Jewish leaders, and fathers of the Christian
Church -- all traveled to the shining port city Alexander the Great founded in 332 B.C. at the mouth of the mighty Nile.
There they enjoyed learning from an extraordinary population of peaceful citizens whose rich intellectual life would quietly
build the science, art, faith, and even politics of western civilization. No one has previously argued that, unlike the
renowned military centers of the Mediterranean such as Rome, Carthage, and Sparta, Alexandria was a city of the mind.
In a brief section on the great conqueror and founder Alexander, we learn that he himself was a student of Aristotle. In
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Part Two of his majestic story, Vrettos shows that in the sciences the city witnessed an explosion: Aristarchus virtually
invented modern astronomy; Euclid wrote the elements of geometry and founded mathematics; amazingly, Eratosthenes
precisely figured the circumference of the earth; and 2,500 years before Freud, the renowned Alexandrian physician
Erasistratus identified a mysterious connection between sexual problems and nervous breakdowns. What could so
cerebral a community care about geopolitics? As Vrettos explains in the third part of this epic saga, if Rome wanted
power and prestige in the Mediterranean, the emperors had to secure the good will of the ruling class in Alexandria.
Julius Caesar brought down the Roman Republic, and then almost immediately had to go to Alexandria to secure his
power base. So begins a wonderfully told story of political intrigue that doesn't end until the Battle of Actium in 33 B.C.
when Augustus Caesar defeated the first power couple, Anthony and Cleopatra. The fourth part of Alexandria focuses on
the sphere of religion, and for Vrettos its center is the famous Alexandrian Library. The chief librarian commissioned the
Septuagint, the oldest Greek version of the Old Testament, which was completed by Jewish intellectuals. Local church
fathers Clement and Origen were key players in the development of Christianity; and the Coptic religion, with its
emphasis on personal knowledge of God, flourished. Vrettos has blended compelling stories with astute historical insight.
Having read all the ancient sources in Ancient Greek, Hebrew, and Latin himself, he has an expert's knowledge of the
everyday reality of his characters and setting. No reader will ever forget walking with him down this lost city's beautiful,
dazzling streets.
Alexandria: City of Gifts and Sorrows is a historical journey from the third century to the multiethnic metropolis of the 20th
century, bringing together two diverse histories of the city. Ancient Alexandria was built by the Greek Ptolemies who
completed the grand library and museum, which functioned as a university with the emphasis on science. The city was
known as “the birthplace of science,” and this book contains stories about the scientists, poets, and religious
philosophers responsible for influencing the Western mind with their writings. Modern Alexandria was rebuilt in 1805 by
multiethnic communities who created a successful commercial city and port. In 1952, a coup to free the country from the
monarchy and British domination was masterminded, and in 1956, the socialist regime under Colonel Gamal Abdel
Nasser closed the Suez Canal, resulting in the Anglo-French-Israeli invasion. This outburst of Egyptian nationalism and
military revolution included the confiscation of property belonging to foreigners and the subsequent mass exodus of
business and artisan classes that had made the city so successful. The author was an eye-witness to these events, and
he sets out the political errors and failures of both Egyptian and Western leaders.
America's Top-Rated Cities is a four-volume set, each book covering a specific region of the United States - Southern,
Wstern, Central, and Eastern. Each volume includes narrative city backgrounds, statistical information, rankings, and
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comparative data in one easy-to-use source, on cities that have scored high marks on economy, education, health care,
crime, transportation, leisure activities, and arts & culture. the final list of top-rated cities is derived from our unique rating
system, which is based on a number of well-known "best of" lists and firth-hand experience.
Shows the full breadth and scope of Edward Said's work and of his role as a public intellectual.
In 2004, the city of Athens hosted the the Olympic Games. But the word 'games' almost trivializes the ancient concept of ag?n,
which transcends sport, drama, war, and even philosophical debate. The ag?n deemed characteristic of ancient Greek culture has
roots in in the eris (strife) illustrated in Homer and Hesiod and debated in the metaphysics of Heraclitus and Empedocles. It
reverberates throughout philosophy, drama, history, poetry, art, and even the 19th century reception of Greek culture. This volume
considers ag?n from a variety of disciplinary perspectives, with a special emphasis on Western Greece - the ancient Hellenic cities
of Sicily and Southern Italy. Authors discussed include Heraclitus, Pythagoras, Euripides, Plato, Aristotle, Theocritus, Callimachus,
Diodorus, Porphyry, Nietzsche, and Burkhardt.
Recreates the world of ancient Egypt, describes how the Library of Alexandria was created, and speculates on its destruction
A short history of nearly everything classical. The foundations of the modern world were laid in Alexandria of Egypt at the turn of
the first millennium. In this compulsively readable narrative, Justin Pollard and Howard Reid bring one of history's most fascinating
and prolific cities to life, creating a treasure trove of our intellectual and cultural origins. Famous for its lighthouse, its library-the
greatest in antiquity-and its fertile intellectual and spiritual life--it was here that Christianity and Islam came to prominence as world
religions--Alexandria now takes its rightful place alongside Greece and Rome as a titan of the ancient world. Sparkling with fresh
insights on science, philosophy, culture, and invention, this is an irresistible, eye- opening delight.
This book is a literary, social, and political portrait of Alexandria at a high point of its history. Drawing on diaries, letters, and
interviews, Michael Haag recovers the lost life of the city, its cosmopolitan inhabitants, and its literary characters. Located on the
coast of Africa yet rich in historical associations with Western civilization, Alexandria was home to an exotic variety of people
whose cosmopolitan families had long been rooted in the commerce and the culture of the entire Mediterranean world. Alexandria
famously excited the imaginations of writers, and Haag folds intimate accounts of E. M. Forster, Greek poet Constantine Cavafy,
and Lawrence Durrell into the story of its inhabitants. He recounts the city’s experience of the two world wars and explores the
communities that gave Alexandria its unique flavor: the Greek, the Italian, and the Jewish. The book deftly harnesses the sexual
and emotional charge of cosmopolitan life in this extraordinary city, and highlights the social and political changes over the
decades that finally led to Nasser’s Egypt.
"Wonderful…a thoughtful discussion of what made [the Greeks] so important, in their own time and in ours." —Natalie Haynes,
Independent The ancient Greeks invented democracy, theater, rational science, and philosophy. They built the Parthenon and the
Library of Alexandria. Yet this accomplished people never formed a single unified social or political identity. In Introducing the
Ancient Greeks, acclaimed classics scholar Edith Hall offers a bold synthesis of the full 2,000 years of Hellenic history to show
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how the ancient Greeks were the right people, at the right time, to take up the baton of human progress. Hall portrays a uniquely
rebellious, inquisitive, individualistic people whose ideas and creations continue to enthrall thinkers centuries after the Greek world
was conquered by Rome. These are the Greeks as you’ve never seen them before.
Thomas C. Oden surveys the decisive role of African Christians and theologians in shaping the doctrines and practices of the
church of the first five centuries, and makes an impassioned plea for the rediscovery of that heritage. Christians throughout the
world will benefit from this reclaiming of an important heritage.
A young man describes his torment as he struggles to reconcile the diverse influences of Western culture and the traditions of his
own Japanese heritage

Journal of cosmology, philosophy, myth, and culture.
The late German historian considers all forms and movements of human affairs as he predicts the inevitable eclipse of
Western civilization, in an abridged edition of the classic study, first published more than eighty years ago. Reprint.
This monograph presents the almost completely reconstituted Naos of the Decades with an excellent set of photographic
images. The four additional fragments, recovered in East Canopus during the excavations of the European Institute of
Underwater Archaeology, are examined with the two original fragments from the Louvre and Greco Roman Museum
(Egypt). The largest of the new fragments consists of a cosmogony of over 20 columns with no known parallel, disproving
the order of the decades as it was initially assumed and suggesting a far older tradition of Egyptian astrology. Price
approx.
The Hellenistic period was a time of unprecedented cultural exchange. In the wake of Alexander's conquests, Greeks
and Macedonians began to encounter new peoples, new ideas, and new ways of life; consequently, this era is generally
considered to have been one of unmatched cosmopolitanism. For many individuals, however, the broadening of horizons
brought with it an identity crisis and a sense of being adrift in a world that had undergone a radical structural change.
Belonging and Isolation in the Hellenistic World presents essays by leading international scholars who consider how the
cosmopolitanism of the Hellenistic age also brought about tensions between individuals and communities, and between
the small local community and the mega-community of oikoumene, or 'the inhabited earth.' With a range of social, artistic,
economic, political, and literary perspectives, the contributors provide a lively exploration of the tensions and
opportunities of life in the Hellenistic Mediterranean.
This innovative study uses one well-documented moment of violence as a starting point for a wide-ranging examination
of the ideas and interactions of pagan philosophers, Christian ascetics, and bishops from the fourth to the early seventh
century. Edward J. Watts reconstructs a riot that erupted in Alexandria in 486 when a group of students attacked a
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Christian adolescent who had publicly insulted the students' teachers. Pagan students, Christians affiliated with a local
monastery, and the Alexandrian ecclesiastical leaders all cast the incident in a different light, and each group tried with
that interpretation to influence subsequent events. Watts, drawing on Greek, Latin, Coptic, and Syriac sources, shows
how historical traditions and notions of a shared past shaped the interactions and behavior of these high-profile
communities. Connecting oral and written texts to the personal relationships that gave them meaning and to the actions
that gave them form, Riot in Alexandria draws new attention to the understudied social and cultural history of the later
fifth-century Roman world and at the same time opens a new window on late antique intellectual life.
New English translations based upon the most up-to-date critical editions This book for the first time collects the various
ancient accounts of the martydoms of Peter and Paul, which number more than a dozen, along with more than forty
references to the martyrdoms from early Christian literature. At last a more complete picture of the traditions about the
deaths of Peter and Paul is able to emerge. Features: Greek, Latin, and Syriac accounts from antiquity translated into
English Introductions and notes for each text Original texts are produced on facing pages for specialists
Text, circa 1930s. "Kent" (Western limits city of Alexandria, Louisiana - (L) Bayou Rapides side tour). Description of Kent,
the Western limits of the city of Alexandria and Bayou Rapides, Louisiana. Provides detailed description of Bayou
Rapides, historically named towns and historical figures in the town's development.
A riveting history of the city that led the West out of the ruins of the Roman Empire At the end of the fourth century, as the power of
Rome faded and Constantinople became the seat of empire, a new capital city was rising in the West. Here, in Ravenna on the
coast of Italy, Arian Goths and Catholic Romans competed to produce an unrivaled concentration of buildings and astonishing
mosaics. For three centuries, the city attracted scholars, lawyers, craftsmen, and religious luminaries, becoming a true cultural and
political capital. Bringing this extraordinary history marvelously to life, Judith Herrin rewrites the history of East and West in the
Mediterranean world before the rise of Islam and shows how, thanks to Byzantine influence, Ravenna played a crucial role in the
development of medieval Christendom. Drawing on deep, original research, Herrin tells the personal stories of Ravenna while
setting them in a sweeping synthesis of Mediterranean and Christian history. She narrates the lives of the Empress Galla Placidia
and the Gothic king Theoderic and describes the achievements of an amazing cosmographer and a doctor who revived Greek
medical knowledge in Italy, demolishing the idea that the West just descended into the medieval "Dark Ages." Beautifully
illustrated and drawing on the latest archaeological findings, this monumental book provides a bold new interpretation of
Ravenna's lasting influence on the culture of Europe and the West.
Blending aspects of memoir, history, and travel narrative into anÂ elegant and unique tapestry, Stothard uses the sights and
sounds ofÂ the ancient city to reconnect with the experiences that shaped his life.Â Melancholy yet often humorous, AlexandriaÂ
probingly deconstructs theÂ enigma of modern Egypt—with its uneasy mix of classical touchstonesÂ and increasingly volatile
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Middle Eastern politics—and offersÂ a first†“hand glimpse into the fracturing state just before the TahrirÂ Square uprising and the
start of the Arab Spring.
Using vintage photographs from the second half of the nineteenth century and first half of the twentieth, many of them from private
family albums, this book brings to life the world of that vanished Alexandria, a vibrant, stylish, and cosmopolitan city, the largest
port in the Mediterranean, that was the prosperous gateway between Egypt and the world. Seen here in the setting of their homes
and gardens, and on the city's streets and beaches, the faces of those forgotten Alexandrians come to life: the Greeks, Italians,
Jews, and all those others from around the Mediterranean whose energy and expertise helped modernize and develop Egypt, and
who planted their family roots in the city. This was the luxuriant and evocative city celebrated by Constantine Cavafy, E.M. Forster,
and Lawrence Durrell, and they too are included in these pages along with photographs of scenes and people that were familiar to
them. Vintage Alexandria traces the development and growth of the city, follows its story through the dramatic events of two world
wars, and above all provides a background to the city's place in twentieth-century cultural history, through the eyes of Alexandria's
cosmopolitan citizens themselves. Those citizens and others who passed through the city and appear in these pages included
Antony Benaki (the Greek cotton trader whose collection formed the basis of the famous Benaki Museum in Athens), Robert Koch
(who isolated the cholera virus and developed a vaccine in an Alexandria laboratory), the Greek children's writer Penelope Delta,
Claude Vincendon (the third wife of Lawrence Durrell), King Victor Emanuel III of Italy, Eve Cohen (the second wife of Lawrence
Durrell, and the model for "Justine"), Safinaz Zulfikar (later married to King Farouk as Queen Farida), Rudolph Hess (Hitler's
deputy, who attended school in Alexandria), Jean de Menasce (the "best translator" of T.S. Eliot), Manfred von Richthofen (the
Red Baron), the Egyptian film director Youssef Chahine, the Egyptian and international film star Omar Sharif, King Hussein of
Jordan, Rhona Haszard (the post-impressionist painter), Ahmed Hassanein Pasha (the Egyptian explorer and diplomat), and Noel
Coward (the English writer and wit, who sang at the Fleet Club in Alexandria and was mobbed by sailors).
Presents a multifaceted model of understanding, which is based on the premise that people can demonstrate understanding in a
variety of ways.
Across the Middle East, the Mediterranean and the Nile Delta, awe-inspiring, monstrous ruins are scattered across the landscape vast palaces, temples, fortresses, shattered statues of ancient gods, carvings praising the eternal power of long-forgotten
dynasties. These ruins - the remainder of thousands of years of human civilization - are both inspirational in their grandeur, and
terrible in that their once teeming centres of population were all ultimately destroyed and abandoned. In this major book, Richard
Miles recreates these extraordinary cities, ranging from the Euphrates to the Roman Empire, to understand the roots of human
civilization. His challenge is to make us understand that the cities which define culture, religion and economic success and which
are humanity's greatest invention, have always had a cruel edge to them, building systems that have provided both amazing
opportunities and back-breaking hardship. This exhilarating book is both a pleasure to read and a challenge to us all to think about
our past - and about the present.
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