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Aircraft Carriers A History Of Carrier Aviation And Its Influence On World Events
Vol Ii 1946 2
Covers the history and combat career of aircraft carriers and shipboard aircraft from their conception into the future.
Aircraft Carriers is the definitive history of world aircraft carrier development and operations. Norman Polmar's revised and
updated, two-volume classic describes the political and technological factors that influenced aircraft carrier design and
construction, meticulously records their operations, and explains their impact on modern warfare. Volume I provides a
comprehensive analysis of carrier developments and warfare in the first half of the twentieth century, and examines the advances
that allowed the carrier to replace the battleship as the dominant naval weapons system. Polmar gives particular emphasis to
carrier operations from World War I, through the Japanese strikes against China in the 1930s, to World War II in the Atlantic,
Mediterranean, Arctic, and Pacific theaters. It begins with French inventor Clément Ader's remarkably prescient 1909 description
of an aircraft carrier. The book then explains how Britain led the world in the development of aircraft-carrying ships, soon to be
followed by the United States and Japan. While ship-based aircraft operations in World War I had limited impact, they
foreshadowed the aircraft carriers built in the 1920s and 1930s. The volume also describes the aircraft operating from those ships
as well as the commanders who pioneered carrier aviation. Aircraft Carriers has benefited from the technical collaboration of
senior carrier experts Captain Eric M. Brown and General Minoru Genda as well as noted historians Robert M. Langdon and Peter
B. Mersky. Aircraft Carriers is heavily illustrated with more than 400 photographs—some never before published—and maps.
Volume II, which is forthcoming from Potomac Books in the winter 2006-2007 (ISBN 978-1-57488-665-8), will cover the period
1946 to the present.
Adm. James Holloway describes this book as a contemporary perspective of the events, decisions, and outcomes in the history of
the Cold War--Korea, Vietnam, and the Soviet confrontation--that shaped today's U.S. Navy and its principal ships-of-the-line, the
large-deck, nuclear-powered aircraft carriers. Without question, the admiral is exceptionally well qualified to write such an
expansive history. As a carrier pilot in Korea, commander of the Seventh Fleet in Vietnam, Chief of Naval Operations in the
mid-1970s, and then as a civilian presidential appointee to various investigative groups, Holloway was a prominent player in Cold
War events. Here, he casts an experienced eye at the battles, tactics, and strategies that defined the period abroad and at home.
Holloway's first-person narrative of combat action conveys the tense atmosphere of hostile fire and the urgency of command
decisions. His descriptions of conversations with presidents in the White House and of meetings with the Joint Chiefs in the war
room offer a revealing look at the decision-making process. Whether explaining the tactical formations of road-recce attacks or the
demands of taking the Navy's first nuclear carrier into combat, Holloway provides telling details that add valuable dimensions to
the big picture of the Cold War as a coherent conflict. Few readers will forget his comments about the sobering effect of planning
for nuclear warfare and training and leading a squadron of pilots whose mission was to drop a nuclear bomb. Both wise and
entertaining, this book helps readers understand the full significance of the aircraft carrier's contributions. At the same time, it
stands as a testament to those who fought in the long war and to the leadership that guided the United States through a perilous
period of history while avoiding the Armageddon of a nuclear war.
A history of the aircraft carrier's development, including, at one end of the chronological scale, kite balloon ships and airships and,
at the other, the many types of modern ships that carry aircraft such as V/STOL jets and helicopters.
Explore America's fleet of aircraft carriers with this unique report featuring details about these awesome machines and their storied
history. This massive compilation also includes the latest Navy Program Guide document, providing an overview of key systems,
programs, and initiatives of the Navy. Contents include: Carrier battle group information, the carrier air wing (FA-18 squadrons, S-3
squadron, EA-6B squadron, E-2C squadron, helicopter squadron), flight operations, complete list of all aircraft carriers from the
USS Langley to the newly named USS John F. Kennedy, news about the Electromagnetic Launch and Recovery Equipment
(EMALS), the rich history of carriers - escort carriers, World War II years, post-War 1945-49, Korea in the 1950s, space support
and the Vietnam war, and more. Included in this reproduction is the complete text of the Naval Historical Center document,
Evolution of Aircraft Carriers. Contents of this impressive history report: The Aeroplane Goes To Sea, Decisions Out Of Jutland,
Langley, Lex And Sara, Carriers From The Keel, Flattops In The War Games, Last Of The Fleet Problems, The Japanese
Developments, The Early Attack Carriers, Emergence Of The Escort Carriers, CVB's: The Battle Carriers, The End Of The
'Bokubokan' In WW II, The Wartime European Carriers, The Turbulent Post-War Years, CVA's Built To Meet Modern Needs. This
collection, based on information gathered from many official sources, provides an interesting account of how and why the carrier
developed as it did. It is the story behind the perhaps better known tale of carrier operations. It is the story of change--change
dictated by operational necessity and by technological progress. It is also the story of how naval constructors took full advantage
of technological progress, and the lessons learned of operational experience to solve the Navy's unique problem of taking aviation
to sea. As a result of their efforts and the constant improvement of tactics necessary to weld sea and air power together, the air
craft carrier stands today at the forefront of Naval power, ready and able to defend the nation and to project national interests to all
parts of the world.
The Imperial Japanese Navy was a pioneer in naval aviation, having commissioned the world's first built-from-the-keel-up carrier,
the Hosho. Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, it experimented with its carriers, perfecting their design and construction. As a result,
by the time Japan entered World War II and attacked the United States at Pearl Harbor in 1941, it possessed a fantastically
effective naval aviation force. This book covers the design, development and operation of IJN aircraft carriers built prior to and
during World War II. Pearl Harbor, Midway and the first carrier vs carrier battle, the battle of the Coral Sea, are all discussed.
A comprehensive account of the development of American aircraft carriers up to and during World War II. This extensively
illustrated volume tells the dramatic yet successful story of US aircraft carriers in World War II by class, ranging from early pre-war
designs to escort carriers built from destroyer hulls, to the gigantic fleet carriers serving as the predecessors of modern-day super
carriers. Besides covering the famous great carrier battles in the Pacific, this book also tells of the equally important actions of US
flat tops hunting and destroying German U-boats in the Atlantic, making an enormous contribution to the elimination of the U-boat
dangers and the safe arrival of transatlantic supplies, so desperately needed for the launch of D-Day. Including profiles and
explanatory text boxes, the concise text gives a clear overview of each ship’s career, its fate and its significance in American
naval history. Moreover, the reader learns about the technical evolution of US carriers throughout the war, and the various aircraft
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launched from these magnificent vessels to engage their Japanese or German foes. This volume provides an overview of
preserved World War II flat tops serving as floating museums for future generations as well as a dive to the sunken USS Saratoga
at Bikini Atoll.
The USS Langley, the first American aircraft carrier, entered service in 1922. Despite being converted into an aircraft tender, it was
the first step in a new direction for the US Navy and naval warfare. This book covers the design, development and operation of
USN aircraft carriers built prior to World War II, including their aircraft and weaponry. It also explains their various successes and
losses such as the first carrier vs carrier battle at Midway; the battle of the Coral Sea; the battle of the Philippine Sea; and the
Operation Torch landings.
With war against Germany looming, Britain pushed forward its carrier program in the late 1930s. In 1938, the Royal Navy launched
the HMS Ark Royal, its first-ever purpose-built aircraft carrier. This was quickly followed by others, including the highly-successful
Illustrious class. Smaller and tougher than their American cousins, the British carriers were designed to fight in the tight confines of
the North Sea and the Mediterranean. Over the next six years, these carriers battled the Axis powers in every theatre, attacking
Italian naval bases, hunting the Bismark, and even joining the fight in the Pacific. This book tells the story of the small, but resilient,
carriers and the crucial role they played in the British war effort.
"An illustrated history of the aircraft carrier, from World War I through World War II, the Cold War, and today"-From a writer “whose genre-jumping refusal to be pinned down [makes him] an exemplar of our era” (NPR), a new book that
confirms his power to astound readers. As a child Geoff Dyer spent long hours making and blotchily painting model fighter planes.
So the adult Dyer jumped at the chance of a residency aboard an aircraft carrier. Another Great Day at Sea chronicles Dyer’s
experiences on the USS George H.W. Bush as he navigates the routines and protocols of “carrier-world,” from the elaborate
choreography of the flight deck through miles of walkways and hatches to kitchens serving meals for a crew of five thousand to the
deafening complexity of catapult and arresting gear. Meeting the Captain, the F-18 pilots and the dentists, experiencing everything
from a man-overboard alert to the Steel Beach Party, Dyer guides us through the most AIE (acronym intensive environment)
imaginable. A lanky Englishman (could he really be both the tallest and the oldest person on the ship?) in a deeply American
world, with its constant exhortations to improve, to do better, Dyer brilliantly records the daily life on board the ship, revealing it to
be a prism for understanding a society where discipline and conformity, dedication and optimism, become forms of selfexpression. In the process it becomes clear why Geoff Dyer has been widely praised as one of the most original—and
funniest—voices in literature. Another Great Day at Sea is the definitive work of an author whose books defy definition.
In 1922 the US Navy commissioned its first small experimental aircraft carrier. This was followed into service by two much larger
and capable carriers in 1927 with five more being built prior to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor including three large Yorktown
class.??To take the offensive against the Japanese Navy, the American Congress funded by far the largest carrier building
programme in history based on the Essex class, a larger version of the pre-war Yorktown vessels. Of the twenty-six ordered,
fourteen were commissioned in time to see Second World War service. These were joined by many smaller classes of carriers,
including light carriers and escort carriers.?Post-war ever larger and more capable carriers were commissioned. Since 1975, when
the first of a fleet of ten nuclear-powered Nimitz class carriers was commissioned, they have epitomized United States superpower
status and worldwide power projection. These are due to be replaced in the decades to come with the even more sophisticated
nuclear-powered Gerald R. Ford class.??Compiled and written by Michael Green, Aircraft Carriers of the United States Navy
contains superb images of all the different types of classes of carriers employed by the US Navy since 1922. These and its highly
informative text and captions give the reader a broad overview of this fascinating subject.
The development of aircraft carriers and carrier operations sparked a revolution in military affairs, changing completely and
irrevocably the prosecution of war at sea. Previous studies and histories of carrier aviation have focused on just one or two factors,
such as individual leadership or advances in aviation technology, to explain the development of carrier forces. By contrast, this
new history compares the development of carriers and carrier aircraft by two very different navies to illuminate the many factors
that effect the adoption of new military technology. Focusing on the critical years after World War I, the authors trace the personal,
organizational, and institutional elements that moved the U.S. Navy and the Royal Navy along different paths of aircraft carrier
development and operations. In a clear, almost conversational tone the authors draw on years of research to explain why and how
the Royal Navy lost its once considerable lead in carrier doctrine and carrier aircraft development to the Americans in the years
after 1919. Originally asked to produce a study for the Office of the Secretary of Defense that would maximize the value of
decreasing defense funds through wise investment in new technologies, the authors revised and expanded that work after a wideranging, international search for previously unused primary sources. This new effort offers both compelling history and a trenchant
essay on how and why military organizations adopt and develop revolutionary technology. Its unconventional approach should
appeal to readers interested in modern naval history and in revolutions in military affairs.
Since February, 1962, a series of articles has appeared in Naval Aviation News under the title "Evolution of Aircraft Carriers." They
measure up as an authentic, earnest attempt to chronicle a history of carriers since the mobile airfield idea was initially conceived.
Here, under these covers, are the entire contents of those articles. This does not comprise a complete history of carriers - that
history is still being written in seas around the world. This collection, based on information gathered from many office sources,
provides an interesting account of how and why the carrier developed as it did. It is the story behind the perhaps better known tale
of carrier operations. It is the story of change - change dictated by operational necessity and by technological progress. It is also
the story of how naval constructors took full advantage of technological progress, and the lessons learned of operational
experience to solve the Navy's unique problem of taking aviation to sea. As a result of their efforts and the constant improvement
of tactics necessary to weld seas and air power together, the aircraft carrier stands today at the forefront of Naval power, ready
and able to defend the nation and to project national interests to all parts of the world.

While not as famous as their larger and faster sister ships such as the Essex- and Yorktown-class carriers, escort
carriers made an enormous contribution towards Allied victory both in the Pacific and Atlantic theatres. Rather than
relying on size or speed, it was their sheer numbers that made them so effective. Indeed, the Casablanca-class escort
carrier was the most-produced aircraft carrier in history. In partnership with the Royal Navy, they provided the backbone
of Allied anti-submarine efforts in the Atlantic, finally and irrevocably turning the tide of the war against the U-boats in
1943. In the Pacific, they provided the air cover for the series of landings which led to the doorstep of Japan by 1945.
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These robust ships faced submarine, air, and even surface threats from the Japanese, but proved able to contend with
everything thrown their way. Fully illustrated with contemporary photographs and unique specially commissioned artwork,
this book shines a new light on these unjustly overlooked workhorses of the US Navy – ships that helped usher in the
Allied victory over the Axis powers in the Atlantic and Pacific.
Features over 170 historical aircraft carriers with detailed descriptions, specification boxes and over 500 photographs.
This title examines the evolution of the aircraft carrier, from the first flights from ships in World War-I through to modern
carriers used in the Falklands. It is a comprehensive country-by-country visual directory of the major aircraft carriers, with
text describing the construction, appearance, function and history. The specification boxes provide at-a-glance
information about each aircraft carrier's country of origin, the company that built the carrier, construction and completion
dates, displacement, dimensions, types of aircraft carried, armament, power and performance. It includes quotes from
military leaders, plus a glossary explaining military terms and abbreviations. This unique and impressive encyclopedia is
both a fascinating history of the aircraft carrier's development and a comprehensive country-by-country visual directory of
more than 170 of the world's aviation ships over nearly a century. Each directory entry is accompanied by a specification
panel detailing country of origin, the company that built the carrier, construction and completion dates, displacement,
dimensions, types of aircraft carried, armament, power and performance. All the carriers are accompanied by
identification photographs, many of which are full-color and have never previously been published together in one
volume.
Text and photographs introduce aircraft carriers, their parts, and their crew who fix and fly aircraft.
The Nimitz class aircraft carrier is the ultimate symbol of the United States superpower status. A true behemoth, this is an
unsurpassed weapons platform that overshadows all of its nearest rivals. A history of the world's largest aircraft carriers,
with runways over 300 meters long, this book looks at the development and deployment of the nuclear-powered Nimitz
class aircraft carriers from 1975 when the USS Nimitz, the lead ship of the class, was commissioned, to the present day.
All of the class are still operational and the tenth and last of the class, the USS George H. W. Bush, was commissioned in
2009. Here, Brad Elward provides a detailed overview of their design and development, highlighting their unique features,
from jet blast deflectors to cutting edge radar systems, and a history of the Nimitz class in service, from deployment in the
Gulf during Operation Desert Storm, through to the enforcement of the no fly zone over Bosnia.
Aircraft Carriers is the definitive history of world aircraft carrier development and operations. Norman Polmar’s revised
and updated, two-volume classic describes the political and technological factors that influenced aircraft carrier design
and construction, meticulously records their operations, and explains their impact on modern warfare. Volume I provides
a comprehensive analysis of carrier developments and warfare in the first half of the twentieth century, and examines the
advances that allowed the carrier to replace the battleship as the dominant naval weapons system. Polmar gives
particular emphasis to carrier operations from World War I, through the Japanese strikes against China in the 1930s, to
World War II in the Atlantic, Mediterranean, Arctic, and Pacific theaters. It begins with French inventor Clément Ader’s
remarkably prescient 1909 description of an aircraft carrier. The book then explains how Britain led the world in the
development of aircraft-carrying ships, soon to be followed by the United States and Japan. While ship-based aircraft
operations in World War I had limited impact, they foreshadowed the aircraft carriers built in the 1920s and 1930s. The
volume also describes the aircraft operating from those ships as well as the commanders who pioneered carrier aviation.
Aircraft Carriers has benefited from the technical collaboration of senior carrier experts Captain Eric M. Brown and
General Minoru Genda as well as noted historians Robert M. Langdon and Peter B. Mersky. Aircraft Carriers is heavily
illustrated with more than 400 photographs—some never before published—and maps. Volume II, which is forthcoming
from Potomac Books in the winter 2006-2007 (ISBN 978-1-57488-665-8), will cover the period 1946 to the present.
Traces the development of the designs of aircraft carriers from 1917 to the present and examines the role of the carrier in
the United States Navy
Aircraft carriers were the US Navy's principal weapon against Japan during the Pacific War. Development of the Essex
class began in 1939, becoming the largest class of carrier ever to be built. Early in the Pacific War it became renowned
for its 'Sunday Punch' of 36 fighter planes, 36 dive bombers, and 18 torpedo planes. Alongside the lighter Independence
class, these carriers formed the formidable Fast Carrier Force in the Pacific. Featuring artwork detailing the interior and
exterior features of the ships, this book explores their design, development, and the action they saw in the Pacific,
including the climactic battles of Philippine Sea, Leyte Gulf, and Okinawa.
As a follow-up to the highly regarded British Pacific Fleet, David Hobbs looks at the post-World War II fortunes of the
most powerful fleet in the Royal NavyÑits decline in the face of diminishing resources, its final fall at the hands of ignorant
politicians, and its recent resurrection in the form of the Queen Elizabeth class carriers, the largest ships ever built for the
Royal Navy. Despite prophecies that nuclear weapons would make conventional forces obsolete, British carrier-borne
aircraft were almost continuously employed. The Royal Navy faced new challenges in places like Korea, Egypt, and the
Persian Gulf. During these trials the Royal Navy invented techniques and devices crucial to modern carrier operations,
pioneering novel forms of warfare tactics for countering insurgency and terrorism. This book combines narratives of
poorly understood operations with clear analysis of their strategic and political background. With beautiful illustrations and
original research, British Carrier Strike Fleet tells an important but largely untold story of renewed significance as Britain
once again embraces carrier operation.
This book is a meticulously detailed history of British aircraft-carrying ships from the earliest experimental vessels to the
Queen Elizabeth class, currently under construction and the largest ships ever built for the Royal Navy. Individual
chapters cover the design and construction of each class, with full technical details, and there are extensive summaries
of every ship's career. Apart from the obvious large-deck carriers, the book also includes seaplane carriers, escort
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carriers and MAC ships, the maintenance ships built on carrier hulls, unbuilt projects, and the modern LPH. It concludes
with a look at the future of naval aviation, while numerous appendices summarise related subjects like naval aircraft,
recognition markings and the circumstances surrounding the loss of every British carrier. As befits such an important
reference work, it is heavily illustrated with a magnificent gallery of photos and plans, including the first publication of
original plans in full colour, one on a magnificent gatefold.??Written by the leading historian of British carrier aviation,
himself a retired Fleet Air Arm pilot, it displays the authority of a lifetime's research combined with a practical
understanding of the issues surrounding the design and operation of aircraft carriers. As such British Aircraft Carriers is
certain to become the standard work on the subject.
Looks at the history of aircraft carriers, how an aircraft carrier is built, and its operation.
In the post-1945 era, the aircraft carrier has remained a valued weapon despite the development of nuclear weapons,
cruise and ballistic missiles, and highly capable submarines. At times, as in the early days of the Korean and Vietnam
Wars and in the Falklands conflict, carriers alone could deploy high-performance aircraft to the battlefield. In other
operations, such as enforcing the no-fly zones and the U.S. invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, only carriers could provide
the bases needed for sustained combat and support operations. This second volume of Norman Polmar's landmark study
details the role of carriers in the unification of the U.S. armed forces and strategic deterrence, fiscally constrained Great
Britain, the development of British Commonwealth and ex-colonial navies, and the efforts of France and the Netherlands
to rebuild their fleets. The role of the modern carrier-nine nations currently possess them-is discussed, as are the issues
confronting nations that might acquire them. Chapters on the Soviet Union's effort to produce carriers are included for the
first time. The development of both carrier planes and the many "oddball" aircraft that have flown from carriers-such as
the U-2 spy plane-are also examined. Appendixes include comprehensive data on all carriers built and converted through
2006. This volume is a valuable companion to the critically acclaimed Volume I, which covers aircraft carrier development
and operations from 1909 to 1945.
Traces the history of aircraft carriers from the first flight from a ship in 1910 to the present-day operations of a nuclearpowered carrier.
Explore aircraft carriers in this high-interest look at an exciting military machine. The history of aircraft carriers, their parts,
and how they are used in action are covered with leveled text and vibrant photos.
Here is the complete text of a unique and valuable Naval Historical Center document, Evolution of Aircraft Carriers. which chronicles the
history of carriers since the mobile airfield idea was initially conceived to the nuclear supercarrier. Contents of this impressive history report
include: The Aeroplane Goes To Sea, Decisions Out Of Jutland, Langley, Lex And Sara, Carriers From The Keel, Flattops In The War
Games, Last Of The Fleet Problems, The Japanese Developments, The Early Attack Carriers, Emergence Of The Escort Carriers, CVB's:
The Battle Carriers, The End Of The 'Bokubokan' In WW II, The Wartime European Carriers, The Turbulent Post-War Years, CVA's Built To
Meet Modern Needs This collection, based on information gathered from many official sources, provides an interesting account of how and
why the carrier developed as it did. It is the story behind the perhaps better known tale of carrier operations. It is the story of change--change
dictated by operational necessity and by technological progress. It is also the story of how naval constructors took full advantage of
technological progress, and the lessons learned of operational experience to solve the Navy's unique problem of taking aviation to sea. As a
result of their efforts and the constant improvement of tactics necessary to weld sea and air power together, the air craft carrier stands today
at the forefront of Naval power, ready and able to defend the nation and to project national interests to all parts of the world. The striking
successes of carrier warfare in the Second World War are well known. Not so well known, but equally important in its own right, is the story of
the evolution of sea-air power as a dominant segment in our military establishment. The formative years began almost with the birth of the
aircraft itself, for the Navy was prompt to assess the value of the newest weapon in its arsenal.
The classic work completely revised and updated in two volumes
This book covers the design and construction of the two well-known SÅryÅ" and HiryÅ" carriers, and the lesser-known ships of the UnryÅ"
class, and relies on original Japanese source material, including numerous photos, drawings, and specifications. How and why the Japanese
designed and constructed the WWII-era, medium-sized SÅryÅ"-, HiryÅ"-, and UnryÅ"-class aircraft carriers, and how they were operated, is
covered in detail. The Imperial Japanese Navy planned the construction of 45 aircraft carriers from 1918 to 1943 and commissioned twentyfive of them between 1922 and 1944. These types were large, medium, and small aircraft carriers, with some converted from other warship
classes, and escort aircraft carriers remodeled from passenger ships. The medium type presented here formed the majority, with a total of 18
planned: five were completed, three remained in various completion stages at the end of the Pacific War, and ten were eventually canceled.
Lake Michigan's Aircraft Carriers is the story of the USS Wolverine and the USS Sable, two Great Lakes excursion ships converted for use as
aircraft carrier training during World War II. Through the duration of the war, the United States Navy qualified 17,800 pilots for aircraft carrier
operation. Training the pilots on either the Atlantic or the Pacific Ocean would have exposed the training ships to the danger of submarine
attack, while requiring the escort of fighting ships that were needed elsewhere. It would also have involved arming and armoring the ships
used for training. Commander R.F. Whitehead came up with an idea that solved all of these problems. He suggested doing the training on the
protected waters of the Great Lakes. The USS Wolverine and the USS Sable were chosen and thus became the only fresh water, paddlewheeled, coal-fired aircraft carriers in the history of the world. Author Paul M. Somers shares his collection of vintage photos and a lifetime of
research to detail the history of these two great vessels-from their life as cruise ships to their contributions to the war effort and then to their
eventual scrapping.
This impressive encyclopedia is both a fascinating history of the aircraft carrier's development and a comprehensive visual directory of more
than 170 of the world's aviation ships over nearly a century. With magnificent illustrations and up-to-date information, this book provides both
enthusiasts and historians with key information about the world's aircraft carriers, and is essential reference for everyone interested in naval
aviation.
Supercarriers became the ultimate in aircraft carrier design after World War II. Naval aviation allows fleets to project mobile power across
vast distances, and these floating cities epitomize this mission design. The Forrestal class (Forrestal, CV-59; Saratoga, CV-60; Ranger,
CV-61 and Independence, CV-62) was the first completed class of US Navy supercarriers, so-named for their 25 percent size increase over
the World War II-era carriers such as the Midway class, and the strength of their air wings (80-100 aircraft, compared to 65-75 for the
Midway, and fewer than 50 for the Essex class). Design-wise, the Forrestals were a huge improvement over their predecessors, being more
stable and comfortable, while maintaining advancements such as the armored flight decks that had been introduced with the Midway. The
Kitty Hawk class was an improvement on the Forrestal-class designs, and four were built in the 1960s - Kitty Hawk (CV-63), Constellation
(CV-64), America (CV-66) and John F. Kennedy (CV-67). These were even longer than the Forrestals, and fitted with advanced defensive
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weapons systems and an improved elevator layout. John F. Kennedy, while originally intended as one of the Kitty Hawk class, received so
many modifications during construction that she essentially formed her own class, and was originally planned to become the US Navy's first
nuclear-powered carrier. This plan never came to fruition, however, and that honor was left to her successor, USS Enterprise (CVN-65). The
only ship of her class, Enterprise holds several other distinctions - the longest naval vessel in the world, the second-oldest commissioned
vessel in the US Navy (after the USS Constitution), and, when retired in 2013, will have served 51 years - far longer than any other US
carrier. All nine of the carriers covered by this volume are icons, and hold a much-respected place in US naval history. They are also some of
the more well-known vessels outside of the military, for their long service histories, as well as for some of the more unfortunate events that
seem to follow them - from Kitty Hawk's infamous 1972 "grilled cheese" race riot, to the fires that ravaged Forrestal in 1967 and Enterprise in
1969. Though swiftly superseded, first by each other, then by the Nimitz class, these vessels were the US Navy's backbone during the Cold
War.
This vivid volume describes the fascinating history of aircraft carriers, first deployed successfully in World War I by the Imperial Russian Navy,
and indispensable to the Allied victory in World War II, now the strategic centerpiece of the world's most powerful navies. * Eighty
photographs of all the important aircraft carriers from before World War I to the present, including many operated by lesser-known navies * A
reference section providing essential physical details, basic design information, modifications, and brief service histories for 80 aircraft
carriers or classes from 1912 to the present
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