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A Practical Guide To Joint Soft Tissue Injections
Practical Guide to Exercise Physiology gives health and fitness professionals the
confidence to design physiologically sound exercise programs and explain to clients the
science supporting the program design.
This popular and practical book is a comprehensive guide to diagnosing joint conditions
and the benefits, and potential pitfalls, of steroid injections, an important tool in
managing these problems used by an increasing range of practitioners. It considers all
the practical aspects of injection as well as providing general information, discussing
medico-legal issues and highlighting clinical errors to avoid. This sixth edition has been
completely revised and expanded. Key features include: two new chapters on the
evidence base and inflammatory arthropathy updated physiotherapy assessment and
treatment options now incorporated within the chapters on joint injections full-colour
photographs and additional explanatory illustrations The book describes, step-by-step,
the required skills for each procedure, providing every practitioner with the knowledge
needed to inject with confidence.
This book Periprosthetic Joint Infection is a portable guide to the practical management
of surgical site infections following orthopedic procedures. It designed to help answer
clinician's questions regarding the prevention and treatment of periprosthetic infections.
It organized for rapid review, featuring evidence reviews, pitfalls, Rothman Institute
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Current Practices and Controversies. The guide is being included in the course
materials for the 29th Annual Current Concepts in Joint Replacement® (CCJR) meeting
thanks to a generous educational grant from 3M Health Care.
Get step-by-step, evidence-based guidance on the injections most beneficial to your
patients - and your primary care practice! A Practical Guide to Joint & Soft Tissue
Injection, 3rd Edition, helps you master the techniques that can provide optimal pain
relief, save health care dollars, increase patient satisfaction, and enhance the
doctor/patient relationship. This easy-to-understand, fully-illustrated text offers practical,
evidence-based information on a wide variety of injection and aspiration techniques for
common skin and musculoskeletal conditions. The interactive eBook that accompanies
the print book includes dozens of videos to help you perfect your technique. Features:
Hundreds of full-color illustrations help you identify landmarks and determine exactly
how to proceed. An all-new chapter on injected anesthesia, including nerve blocks,
brings you up to date in this key area. New coverage of inflammatory dermatoses,
carpal tunnel syndrome, myofascial trigger points, and different approaches to the knee
joint help you provide pain relief and improved function to a wide variety of patients.
Comprehensive coverage includes a diverse group of musculoskeletal disorders,
chalazions, keloids, warts, and occipital neuralgia, as well as the use of corticosteroids,
viscosupplementation, and dry needling. Solid guidance in foundational principles
covers anatomy and landmarks, when to refer, indications and contraindications,
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special medical conditions, equipment, complications, coding and billing, and much
more. Helpful appendices provide consent forms, aftercare handouts, and information
on documentation. Now with the print edition, enjoy the bundled interactive eBook
edition, offering tablet, smartphone, or online access to: Dozens of step-by-step videos
that show you exactly how to perform each injection Complete content with enhanced
navigation Powerful search tools and smart navigation cross-links that pull results from
content in the book, your notes, and even the web Cross-linked pages, references, and
more for easy navigation Highlighting tool for easier reference of key content
throughout the text Ability to take and share notes with friends and colleagues Quick
reference tabbing to save your favorite content for future use
This book provides a practically applicable manual to the utilisation of ultrasound in
rheumatology. Each chapter includes high-quality diagrams of each anatomical region
covered, accompanied by an ideal scan with written and pictorial demonstrations, as
well as an ideal ultrasound image, that has been obtained via a high-end machine for
optimal image quality. This systematic approach to describing the application of
ultrasound in rheumatology enables the reader to develop a deep understanding of how
to correctly make use of ultrasound technologies in their daily practice. Ultrasound in
Rheumatology: A Practical Guide for Diagnosis is an easy to follow guide to the
application of ultrasound in rheumatology and is a valuable resource for the trainee and
practising rheumatologist seeking a guide on the correct use of ultrasound.
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The new edition of this bestselling reference provides fully updated and detailed
descriptions of plastics joining processes, plus an extensive compilation of data on
joining specific materials. The volume is divided into two main parts: processes and
materials. The processing section has 18 chapters, each explaining a different joining
technique. The materials section has joining information for 25 generic polymer
families. Both sections contain data organized according to the joining methods used
for that material. * A significant and extensive update from experts at The Welding
Institute * A systematic approach to discussing each joining method including: process,
advantages and disadvantages, applications, materials, equipment, joint design, and
welding parameters * Includes international suppliers’ directory and glossary of key
joining terms * Includes new techniques such as flash free welding and friction stir
welding * Covers thermoplastics, thermosets, elastomers, and rubbers.
This is the first book to present a practical, problem-solving approach and hands-on
tools and techniques for assessing English language learners and culturally diverse
students in K-12 settings. It meets a crucial need among practitioners and special
educators working in today's schools. Provided are research-based, step-by-step
procedures for conducting effective interviews with students, parents, and teachers;
making the best use of interpreters; addressing special issues in the prereferral
process; and conducting accurate, unbiased assessments of academic achievement,
intellectual functioning, language proficiency, and acculturation. Among the book's
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special features are reproducible worksheets, questionnaires, and checklists--including
several in both English and Spanish--in a ready-to-use, large-size format. This book is
in The Guilford Practical Intervention in the Schools Series, edited by T. Chris RileyTillman.
Now in its fourth edition and with a new title – Injection Techniques in Musculoskeletal
Medicine – this successful step-by-step guide is a trusted resource used by a wide
range of practitioners who have to deal with the management of painful joints and soft
tissues, particularly in relation to sports and overuse injuries. Area by area, guidance is
given for each lesion on appropriate patient selection and delivery of the drug. Every
technique has its own two-page spread containing a written description along with an
anatomical illustration of the region and a photograph showing the anatomical
landmarks for the injection. This new edition is now accompanied by a Trainer available
via www.injectiontechniquesonline.com. Please see log on for further details on how to
access the virtual training guide - introduced by Stephanie Saunders herself - which
covers the top most common injection techniques for each of the body regions.
Through key text, videos, animations and interactive self-assessment, users are tested
on their knowledge of anatomical landmarks, differential diagnoses, assessment
criteria, drug selection and technical skill. Further access is given to a library of over 50
video clips showing supplementary injection techniques which clearly demonstrate the
correct anatomical position for each needle insertion. Illustrations, references, lesions,
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drugs, controversies! Chapters on Other Injectable Substances; Landmark and Image
Guided Injections Latest evidence in injection therapy literature Adapted and simplified
practical sections Access to Musculoskeletal Injection Techniques Trainer – a virtual aid
to test your anatomical and technical skills on the top most common injections for the
upper and lower limbs and spine – perfect for self-testing and honing your skills! Log on
to www.injectiontechniquesonline.com to begin The Trainer also gives unlimited access
to a bank of over 50 video clips demonstrating actual needle insertion for each lesion
An illustrated practical guide to the use and technique of injecting joints for the relief of
musculoskeletal pain and inflammation. Introductory chapters deal with the effects of
corticosteroids and local anaesthetics and their uses, safety procedures which should be
observed when using these products for injection, and guidelines to safe injection techniques.
The bulk of the book deals with the technique of injection joint by joint. The page of illustrations
illustrating the procedure. For each joint there is a 2-color line drawing of the anatomy of the
joint and a photograph (highlighted using a second color) showing the surface anatomy
position for injection.
Expanded and updated for its Second Edition, this practical illustrated guide explains the
rationale and step-by-step procedures for joint and soft tissue injections and aspirations. The
book will enable primary care physicians to master these effective techniques for treating a
variety of common skin and musculoskeletal conditions. Full-color illustrations help
practitioners identify anatomic landmarks and demonstrate how to perform each technique.
This edition covers many alternative techniques and several new procedures, including
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ultrasound-guided injections, eyelid injections for cysts, nerve blocks for headaches,
procedures for the hip, scapula joint injections, and temporomandibular joint procedures. A
companion Website contains videos demonstrating 48 injections.
The joint operating agreement (JOA) is one of the cornerstone contracts in the petroleum
projects world. This title provides an examination of the provisions of a typical JOA in the order
that they appear, with focus on the critical issues of scope, the operator's role, joint and
exclusive operations, default, transfers and decommissioning.
Co-published with ACPA, College Student Educators International and NASPA, The National
Association of Student Personnel Administrators, Inc. img width="118" height="50"
src="/sites/stylus/images/imgACPA.jpg" img width="118" height="40"
src="/sites/stylus/images/imgNASPA.jpg" The need for the new role of student affairs
assessment coordinator has emerged in response to the increasing demand for outcomes
information, the proliferation of data, and the recognition that coordinating this work within
divisions is of paramount importance. For those taking on this role, this book constitutes a
practical guide to leading and implementing an assessment program – whether doing so full- or
part-time, as an individual or in a multi-person office, or whether reporting to or being in
positional leadership. Recognizing that this function that is new to student affairs, and that
those who take it on frequently find themselves in an in-between world, being both embedded
with, but also distinct from, their divisional colleagues, this book first addresses the common
challenges and issues related to defining and implementing the role and cultivating a culture of
assessment. It then deals with the practicalities of creating systems and structures; developing
assessment skills throughout the organization; and creating an integrated model for measuring
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progress towards strategic planning goals, and for informing decision-making and resource
allocation. The book concludes with guidance on leading and maintaining ethical standards
related to data collection, storage and sharing for the division, and on navigating the dynamic
political environment that assessment professionals will encounter.
A must-have book for understanding one of the most fundamental areas of physical therapy:
the nervous system and its relationship to musculoskeletal pain Osteopath, lecturer, and
author John Gibbons offers an accessible introduction to the peripheral nervous system (PNS).
Alongside real case studies and guidelines for hands-on work with clients and patients, The
Vital Nerves demystifies and makes accessible everything from how to diagnose nerve
conditions to understanding how our cells communicate. Gibbons provides critical insights into
the structure and functions of the PNS; the body's response to stimuli and how it knows what to
do; the sympathetic and parasympathetic nervous systems; understanding the stress
response; and how reflex testing can aid in diagnosing conditions like Multiple Sclerosis,
Parkinson's Disease, and paresthesias. The Vital Nerves addresses practical, common
considerations like how to: Assess the nervous system using a patella (reflex) hammer,
myotome (muscle) testing, and dermatome (sensory) testing Determine whether pain in the
posterior part of the thigh is caused by the sciatic nerve, piriformis, or simply a hamstring strain
Decide at what level a disc may have herniated Differentiate between upper and lower motor
neurone disorders Know what to do with the findings of your neurological assessment and the
circumstances under which to refer patients for more specialist care. The Vital Nerves is a
comprehensive roadmap to the functional anatomy of the nervous system. Enriched with
anatomical drawings and detailed explanations, it explains neurological testing, common
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neuropathies, and differential diagnoses, and is an indispensable resource for physical
therapists and bodyworkers.
"With a convenient outline format, this reference is ideal for use at the point of care. It covers
common medical conditions of the hand, discussing both surgical and nonsurgical therapy
options. Rehabilitation for both types of treatment is reviewed, and potential postoperative
complications are addressed. Reflecting the collaborative nature of current practice, each
chapter is written by a hand therapist with surgical content provided by a hand
surgeon."--BOOK JACKET.
This illustrated guide provides useful information, techniques, and exercises to help you better
understand—and alleviate—pelvic pain This step-by-step guide for assessing the pelvis and
sacroiliac joint explores all aspects of this crucial area of the body and how it links within the
kinetic chain system. A registered sports osteopath who specializes in the treatment and
rehabilitation of sport-related injuries, John Gibbons provides detailed information about how to
recognize pain and dysfunctional patterns that arise from the pelvic girdle, in addition to
offering techniques that correct these impaired patterns and functional exercises that promote
recovery. He also addresses such key issues as: • The walking/gait cycle and its relationship
to the pelvis • Leg length discrepancy and its relationship to the kinetic chain and the pelvis •
The laws of spinal mechanics • Sacroiliac joint screening • The role of the glutes, psoas,
rectus femoris, and other muscles, and what happens to the position of the pelvis if these soft
tissues become shortened Complete with illustrations, photographs, and an appendix for quick
reference, Functional Anatomy of the Pelvis and the Sacroiliac is an essential text for
practitioners, students, and anyone who wants to understand pelvic pain and what they can do
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about it.
This hardcover book with internal spiral binding is 6.5in x 8in, a perfect size for carpenters and
woodworkers to keep near their workbench or toolbox for quick access.The design of this book
allows it to lay open flat, which allows for easy and frequent reference, and the interior
photographs, illustrations and diagrams, make the learning process simple and fun for
beginners, and provides useful tips for more advanced readers. The Joint Book contains easyto-follow step-by-step instructions for creating edge and scarf joints, lapped and housed joints,
mortise and tenon joints, miters and bevels, dovetails, dowels and biscuits, and provides
detailed descriptions of fasteners, hardware, and knockdown joints. This book is the perfect
companion for any woodworker interested in improving their joint-making skills.
Now in striking full color, this updated edition of Clarkson’s Joint Motion, Muscle Length, and
Function Assessment: A Research-Based Practical Guide offers an accessible and
comprehensive presentation of the clinical evaluation and functional application of joint range
of motion. Throughout the book, easy-to understand discussions of different types of
goniometers, alternate methods of assessment, the reliability and validity of other joint ROM
tools, and contraindications and precautions prepare students for effective practice. A clear
and concise writing style, outstanding illustration program, and built-in learning aids, including
case studies, chapter objectives, and practical examination forms, make this an ideal resource
for future physical and occupational therapists.
This new resource is a comprehensive view of the clinical evaluation and functional application
of joint range of motion. Coverage includes discussions of different types of goniometers,
alternate methods of assessment, the reliability and validity of other joint ROM tools, and
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contraindications and precautions. This book also provides a complete review of surface
anatomy and instruction on palpation technique and therapist posture and positioning when
evaluating ROM. Numerous illustrations depict the therapist's hand and goniometer positions in
relation to deep anatomical structures. Case studies and practical examination forms are also
included.
Joint-making – a top priority for woodworkers! Woodworkers have plenty to cheer about with
The Complete Guide to Joint-Making. This comprehensive and practical book demystifies the
all-important subject of choosing, designing, and cutting woodworking joints. It's packed with
insightful information and tricks of the trade that will advance the work of novices and
seasoned craftsmen alike. The litmus test for woodworkers. Strong, appropriate, and wellfitting joints are one of the hallmarks of the skilled woodworker. Making them properly requires
intelligent planning, accurate layout, and a sufficient degree of care in cutting, fitting, and final
assembly. A methodical approach that pays off. That's the approach author John Bullar
pursues in this essential guide. He walks readers through choosing the appropriate joint for its
intended purpose and continues methodically through constructing and finally assembling the
finished pieces. He also covers lumber selection, tools, and adhesives, and offers
recommendations for the working methods and habits that are needed to achieve consistently
good results. Techniques for hand tools and machines. The Complete Guide to Joint-Making
explains in detail the traditional hand techniques that are the foundation of woodworking. Plus,
the section on machine-made joints covers every power tool needed for joints, including how to
get the best results from a biscuit jointer, a router, and other power tools.
In this volume, the authors begin by defining usability, advocating and explaining the methods
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of usability engineering and reviewing many techniques for assessing and assuring usability
throughout the development process. They then follow all the steps in planning and conducting
a usability test, analyzing data, and using the results to improve both products and processes.
This book is simply written and filled with examples from many types of products and tests. It
discusses the full range of testing options from quick studies with a few subjects to more formal
tests with carefully designed controls. The authors discuss the place of usability laboratories in
testing as well as the skills needed to conduct a test. Included are forms to use or modify to
conduct a usability test, as well as layouts of existing labs that will help the reader build his or
her own.
Rev. ed. of: Musculoskeletal examination and joint injections techniques / Adel G. Fam,
George V. Lawry, Hans J. Kreder. c2006.
Authored by nationally and internationally recognized authorities, this unique, new book offers
the latest information on the diagnosis and treatment of equine joint diseases. Presents new
information on basic joint pathobiology and translates it into practical application for the
clinician. Chapters cover current research and recent advances in arthroscopic surgery!
This practical illustrated guide explains the rationale and procedures for joint and soft tissue
injections and aspirations. The book will enable primary care physicians to master these
effective techniques for treating a variety of common musculoskeletal conditions. Coverage
begins with general information on indications, contraindications, safety, local anesthesia,
corticosteroids, viscosupplementation, equipment, technique, complications, aftercare, billing
and coding, informed consent, and evidence?based practice. Subsequent sections detail
techniques for treating specific disorders of the upper extremities, trunk, and lower extremities.
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Illustrations help the practitioner identify anatomic landmarks and demonstrate how to perform
each technique. Appendices include a consent form and aftercare handout.
Competency Assessment, Third Edition: A Practical Guide to the Joint Commission Brenda G.
Summers, MBA/MHA, MSN, RN, CNAA-BC; WendySue Woods, RN, CSHA, MHSA Your onestop competency compliance guide. Competency Assessment remains among The Joint
Commission's top problematic standards. You need a resource that not only explains exactly
how to comply with this perennial problem area but also provides real-time tools to evaluate
competency. To help you, we've updated our "must-have" competency assessment resource:
"Competency Assessment: A Practical Guide to the Joint Commission Standards, Third
Edition." You'll have the information and tools you need to achieve compliance. Populationspecific competencies, ongoing assessment...we'll help you comply We understand your need
for more than just theorizing on the competency assessment standards. That's why this edition
of "Competency Assessment" focuses on ongoing competency and validating competency in
accordance with Joint Commission standards. You get an easy-to-reference guide with the
very best real-world strategies, the most useful forms, and the most practical tools you can
incorporate into your own competency assessment program immediately, including: Sample
Orientation Outline Competency Assessment Tool Sample Questions for Self-Assessment Six
Steps to a Successful Competency Assessment Program Job Descriptions List of Questions
Surveyors Might Ask Sample Population-Specific Components Two posters you can hang in
your facility to make sure everyone is aware of your commitment to competency assessment
Ongoing Competence Decision Tree REAL-LIFE Case Study One of the most useful features
of "Competency Assessment: A Practical Guide to the Joint Commission Standards, Third
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Edition," is a valuable real-life case study. You'll learn how an Ohio hospital put one of the
authors' techniques into action, and how they benefited as a result.BONUS This valuable
resource includes a CD-ROM full of job descriptions and competency plans you can customize
to meet your facility's needs. This book and CD-ROM set is your perfect solution to
competency assessment compliance. With your copy close at hand, you'll: UNDERSTAND the
intent of each Joint Commission standard and how best to comply and demonstrate
compliance to surveyors LEARN how to assess competency, including population-served (agespecific) competencies CREATE effective strategies for carrying out ongoing competency
assessments CUSTOMIZE the tools and techniques provided for your competency
assessment program BENEFIT from knowing what to do with the results of your assessments
Your staff must be qualified to perform their job; your patients' health--and lives--rest in their
hands. Ensure a strong competency management system with this hands-on, how-to
compliance guide.

A Practical Guide to the Economic Analysis of Non-Tariff Measures is a joint-publication
by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the World Trade
Organization. This publication provides the main tools for the analysis and empirical
assessment of the trade effects of Non-Tariff Measures. Written by experts with
practical experience in the field, this publication outlines the major concepts of the
economic analysis of Non-Tariff Measures and contains practical guidance on how to
apply them to concrete policy questions.
Foot and Ankle Injection Therapies provides the student and practising podiatrist with
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all they need to understand when, how and what to inject. To support the clinician and
student, the text covers: Changes in legislation The full range of injectable drugs
available to the practitioner Essential information on nerve physiology, drug action,
equipment, patient selection, injection techniques and many other topics. A Step-bystep guide to injection techniques Useful background information in introductory
chapters DVD with video clips to supplement the text Foot and Ankle Injection
Therapies is designed with a lie-flat binding for ease of reference in the clinic. It
contains many photographs and clear colour line illustrations of the techniques and
underlying anatomy. Introductory chapters give useful background information, and the
accompanying CD contains video clips to supplement the text. Edited by two highly
respected podiatric surgeons and with contributions from other experts, Foot and Ankle
Injection Therapies is a book no student or practitioner will want to be without.
Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical
Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In
books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the
original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these
old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to enjoy.
Expanded and updated for its Third Edition, A Practical Guide to Joint & Soft Tissue
Injection and Aspiration explains the rationale and step-by-step procedures for joint and
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soft tissue injections and aspirations. The book enables primary care practitioner to
master the effective techniques for treating a variety of common skin and
musculoskeletal conditions. This edition covers many alternative techniques and
several new procedures, including a whole new section on ultrasound-guided injections.
"prepared by the Staff Development Committee, Human Resources Section, Library
Administration and Management Association."
This is an introductory text designed to give an understanding and awareness of the
function of the main joints in the body. Students of physiotherapy, osteopathy and other
subjects related to orthopaedics and manual medicine will find the clarity of the book
helpful.
Musculoskeletal injections for joint or tendon problems are performed commonly and
their use, which can result in a marked improvement in acute symptoms as well as
delay or postpone surgery, is on the rise. Key features: Provides concise, current and
portable information Covers the latest treatment options, supported by scientific
evidence and guidelines Discusses alternative injections, non-injection measures and
novel treatment modalities Text supported by illustrations and video of injection
procedures and physiotherapy Ideal for both the non-specialist seeking an introduction
to the subject and the more experienced practitioner This accessible guide helps
doctors from various disciplines including orthopaedics, sports medicine, rheumatology,
radiology and primary care as well as allied health care professionals understand the
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indications and local anatomy to safely perform injections with complication avoidance.
In addition, the book provides useful information regarding other alternatives including
physiotherapy and novel modalities. The content is supported by current evidence,
guidelines and companion videos.
Featuring highly illustrated, evidence-based information along with high-quality videos,
A Practical Guide to Joint & Soft Tissue Injection is the definitive guide to effective
injection procedures that can be performed with simple equipment in a variety of
settings. Expanded and updated for the fourth edition, this practical, award-winning
guide thoroughly explains the rationale and step-by-step technique for each procedure,
helping you offer patients immediate relief from pain and discomfort.

This extremely popular title has become the definitive pocket guide to the
management of medical emergencies for front-line hospital doctors. It provides
detailed guidance on the diagnosis and treatment of all common conditions and
includes a step-by-step guide to the nine most important practical procedures in
acute medicine.
How to set up a joint venture--where to start, how to find partners, analyze
finances, negotiate deals, put the legal elements together, and manage
operations, while avoiding common mistakes. This ``how-to'' guide is filled with
sound management advice, backed up with real examples, the rules-of-thumb of
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seasoned pros, handy check lists, and documents. The information presented
here is applicable to large or small ventures. Explains how to develop and market
new technologies, obtain capital and technical resources, take advantage of the
globalization of the marketplace, and avoid problems commonly encountered in
mergers and acquisitions.
Muscle energy techniques (METs) are a tool for physical therapists to strengthen
patients' weak muscles, restore normal muscle tone, increase joint mobility, and
improve circulation, musculoskeletal function, and overall well-being. First
developed in 1948 by American osteopath Fred Mitchell, METs offer a valuable
approach for practitioners of physiotherapy, sports therapy, osteopathy,
chiropractic, yoga, and Pilates. METs are unique in their application: rather than
the therapist initiating the effort, the patient contracts specific muscles against a
resistance applied by the therapist, who is simply guiding the exertion in a
controlled position and direction. While METs have been in practice for decades,
the theory behind them is often misunderstood and the possibilities for their
application overlooked. Muscle Energy Techniques is the first affordable,
accessible guide to METs for students and practitioners of all levels. Author John
Gibbons walks readers through the assessment testing of chronically tight
muscles and shows how to apply a specific MET to correct dysfunctional muscles
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and restore normality. Easy-to-follow postural muscle tables and 160 full-color
photographs and illustrations aid practitioners in monitoring the progress of
patients and provide students with the underpinning knowledge of the specific
anatomy. The principles described can be incorporated quickly and effectively
into a treatment plan and used to assist in the rehabilitation of anyone who is
recovering from an injury. Table of Contents: Acknowledgments Preface Chapter
1: Anatomical Terminology Chapter 2: Planes of Body Motion Chapter 3: Muscles
and Function Chapter 4: Theory of Muscle Energy Techniques Chapter 5: Muscle
Imbalances Chapter 6: Core Muscle Relationships Chapter 7: Upper Body
Chapter 8: Lower Body Chapter 9: Trunk Chapter 10: Specific Testing for Muscle
Weakness References Index
Interest in implementation research is growing, largely in recognition of the
contribution it can make to maximizing the beneficial impact of health
interventions. As a relatively new and, until recently, rather neglected field within
the health sector, implementation research is something of an unknown quantity
for many. There is therefore a need for greater clarity about what exactly
implementation research is, and what it can offer. This Guide is designed to
provide that clarity. Intended to support those conducting implementation
research, those with responsibility for implementing programs, and those who
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have an interest in both, the Guide provides an introduction to basic
implementation research concepts and language, briefly outlines what it involves,
and describes the many opportunities that it presents. The main aim of the Guide
is to boost implementation research capacity as well as demand for
implementation research that is aligned with need, and that is of particular
relevance to health systems in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs).
Research on implementation requires the engagement of diverse stakeholders
and multiple disciplines in order to address the complex implementation
challenges they face. For this reason, the Guide is intended for a variety of actors
who contribute to and/or are impacted by implementation research. This includes
the decision-makers responsible for designing policies and managing programs
whose decisions shape implementation and scale-up processes, as well as the
practitioners and front-line workers who ultimately implement these decisions
along with researchers from different disciplines who bring expertise in
systematically collecting and analyzing information to inform implementation
questions. The opening chapters (1-4) make the case for why implementation
research is important to decision-making. They offer a workable definition of
implementation research and illustrate the relevance of research to problems that
are often considered to be simply administrative and provide examples of how
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such problems can be framed as implementation research questions. The early
chapters also deal with the conduct of implementation research, emphasizing the
importance of collaboration and discussing the role of implementers in the
planning and designing of studies, the collection and analysis of data, as well as
in the dissemination and use of results. The second half of the Guide (5-7) detail
the various methods and study designs that can be used to carry out
implementation research, and, using examples, illustrates the application of
quantitative, qualitative, and mixed-method designs to answer complex questions
related to implementation and scale-up. It offers guidance on conceptualizing an
implementation research study from the identification of the problem,
development of research questions, identification of implementation outcomes
and variables, as well as the selection of the study design and methods while
also addressing important questions of rigor.
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